Adult Catechesis at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church, Largo, FL.
The Gospel of Mark — Week 13

PARABLES OF LIGHT AND GROWTH
MARK 4:21-34

Monday — Big Picture Overview (Mark 4:21-34)

Read Mark 4:21-34 in one sitting. Jesus continues teaching in parables, illustrating how the
kingdom of God reveals and hides truth simultaneously. The lamp parable assures that what
is hidden now will be revealed someday. The measure parable emphasizes that careful
listening is vital for true understanding. The parable of the growing seed highlights God’s
mysterious work—quiet, steady, and often unseen—while the mustard seed illustrates small
beginnings that grow into something vast. Jesus speaks openly in parables but explains
everything privately to his disciples, shaping them as insiders who understand the deeper
reality of the kingdom.

1. What common thread ties these parables together?

2. How do these images build on the eatlier parable of the sower?

3. What does this section reveal about how God’s kingdom arrives and grows?

Theological Prompt: God’s kingdom advances through divine initiative—quietly, steadily,
and often beyond our view—yet its truth will ultimately be revealed in full.

Practical Application: Reflect on where you observe (or fail to see) God’s hidden work in
your life and ministry.

Prayer Prompt: Ask the Lord for eyes to see and ears to hear the subtle, faithful work of his
kingdom.
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Tuesday — A Lamp on Its Stand (Mark 4:21-25)

Jesus starts with a simple image: a lamp is made for illumination, not hiding. What God is
doing through Jesus may seem hidden for now, but the time of revealing is coming. The
warning about “the measure you use” challenges disciples to listen carefully. Attentive
hearing leads to deeper understanding; neglect causes loss. Jesus calls his followers to be

open and humble so they can receive the full light of the kingdom.

4. What does Jesus teach about revelation and concealment?

5. How does the “measure you use” relate to hearing and understanding?

6. Why is careful listening essential for discipleship?

Theological Prompt: Revelation is God’s gift, but it calls for responsive, attentive hearts.

Practical Application: Think of one specific way you can listen more intentionally to God’s
word this week.

Prayer Prompt: Pray for a heart that welcomes God’s light with humility and openness.
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Wednesday — The Seed Growing Secretly (Mark 4:26—29)

Jesus compares the kingdom to seed scattered on the ground. The farmer sleeps and wakes,
following the normal rhythms of life, while the seed grows “by itself.” The process remains
hidden but is certain. The harvest imagery echoes Old Testament promises of God’s
upcoming renewal. Even when growth seems slow or unseen, God’s kingdom continues to

move forward toward its destined fulfillment.

7. What does the farmer do—and not do—in this parable?

8. How does the hidden growth of the seed illustrate the nature of God’s kingdom?

9. What significance might the harvest imagery carry?

Theological Prompt: God brings the kingdom to fruition in his way and time, often beyond
our ability to see or understand.

Practical Application: Find an area where you must trust God’s unseen work instead of
depending on visible progress.

Prayer Prompt: Invite God to strengthen your trust in his kingdom’s quiet and faithful
growth.
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Thursday — The Mustard Seed (Mark 4:30-32)

The mustard seed is tiny, almost insignificant, yet it becomes a large shrub that offers shelter.
Jesus reassures his disciples that small beginnings do not signal weakness. God’s kingdom
grows from what seems inconsequential into something expansive and life-giving. The image
of birds nesting in its branches echoes Old Testament depictions of great kingdoms offering
protection, highlighting the global reach of God’s saving work.

10. What contrast does Jesus draw between the mustard seed’s beginning and end?

11. How might the Old Testament imagery (Ezekiel, Daniel) deepen the meaning of this
parable?

12. What encouragement does this parable offer to those who feel their efforts are
small?

Theological Prompt: God enjoys using small beginnings to fulfill large, unexpected purposes.

Practical Application: Reflect on one “small seed” in your life or church where God might
be preparing future fruit.

Prayer Prompt: Pray for patience and hope as you take part in the kingdom’s quiet
beginnings.
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Friday — Hearing, Understanding, and the Kingdom (Mark 4:33-34)

Mark concludes the section by emphasizing Jesus’ teaching approach. He uses parables
openly, but he explains everything in private to his disciples. Understanding is not just
intellectual; it is relational. Those who follow Jesus closely gain insight. The kingdom

becomes clear to those who stay near him, listen carefully, and trust his revealing work.

13. Why does Jesus choose to explain the parables privately to his disciples?

14. How does this reinforce the distinction between insiders and outsiders introduced
earlier?

15. What does this teach us about how disciples grow in understanding?

Theological Prompt: True understanding of God’s kingdom comes from a relationship with
Jesus, who reveals the mystery of God’s purposes.

Practical Application: Dedicate yourself to one practice that keeps you connected to Jesus—
whether it's prayer, Scripture, worship, or quiet reflection.

Prayer Prompt: Ask Jesus to draw you closer, granting deeper insight into his kingdom and
faith to follow him.



